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RETURN TO SCHOOL UPDATE 
FROM SUPERINTENDENT HANKINS 

 
 

 
June 1, 2021 
 
 
Dear parents, students, and the entire LKSD learning community, 
 
We hope this letter finds your family well and enjoying the summer. As one school year has ended, our focus has 
shifted to the re-opening of schools for full in-person learning in the fall. A remote-only learning option will also be 
available for families who do not yet feel comfortable having their students return to school. Our team is hard at work 
planning for a return to school that is as safe as possible and to ensure a successful start to the school year. Please 
know that the safety of our students, staff and community remains our top priority. 
 
Return to School Plans 
We have developed a reopening plan that is informed by guidance provided by the Yukon Kuskokwim Health 
Corporation (YKHC), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the Alaska Department of 
Education. The LKSD Safe Return to Learn multi-layered mitigation strategies and the LKSD Smart Start & COVID-
19 Protocols handbook are available to view on the LKSD website (www.lksd.org), and both incorporate the following 
strategies to bring LKSD students and staff back in a safe manner while also providing opportunities for student 
learning growth and development: 
 
Ø Multi-Layered Mitigation Strategies: Protocols to protect the health and safety of our students, staff, and 

families including: universal and correct wearing of masks; physical distancing of at least 3 feet; handwashing 
and respiratory etiquette; increased cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities including improving ventilation; 
contact tracing; and diagnostic and screening tests. COVID-19 vaccinations are encouraged for students, 
educators and other staff if eligible (currently eligibility is limited to ages 12 and up) and are provided by local 
health authorities. If you or a loved one has not been vaccinated and would like to be, we encourage you to 
call YKHC at (907) 543-6949 or submit a vaccine application online at https://tinyurl.com/y7reeyst.  

 
Ø Social & Emotional Learning: Across the nation, communities including ours have experienced 

unprecedented challenges to our social, emotional, and mental health as a result of the pandemic. Social and 
emotional learning (SEL) will be critical for re-engaging students, supporting our teachers and staff to help 
reduce, manage, and cope with fears, anxieties and worries that might be provoked from this public health 
crisis and the transition back to school.  SEL skills are also essential for managing and coping with future life 
challenges. LKSD integrates social and emotional learning into the curriculum at all grade levels and provides 
staff with training to support social and emotional learning and tools to support students. In addition, LKSD 
employs 9 social workers and 6 counselors who provide itinerant service to all LKSD schools. 

 
Ø Continuity of Learning: To address each student's academic needs, schools will administer benchmark 

assessments, classroom and/or program-based assessments. The diagnostic assessments are designed to 
inform instruction, recovery and intervention and account for learning loss, as well as determine the present 
performance levels of students on math and literacy standards – it helps to measure what students know, what 
they are ready to learn next and the best past forward. Schools will administer the Measures of Academic 
Progress (MAP) assessment as the initial diagnostic. The MAP assessment has been administered annually 
in schools for the past several years. The results of the MAP assessment help measure the performance and 
growth of students from one school year to the next and is used by teachers and school staff to inform 
instruction and personalize learning – identifying areas of strength as well as areas that need additional support. 
Site administrators and teaching staff will meet to identify where students are academically and work to 
establish and implement classroom-level plans for addressing learning gaps. LKSD will continue site-level 
implementation of the Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) for targeted academic and behavioral 
interventions.   
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We know that you may have questions regarding our plans for the fall – we have posted the district’s Safe Return to 
Learn multi-layered mitigation strategies and the LKSD Smart Start & COVID-19 Protocols handbook on the LKSD 
website along with a survey link for feedback.  We encourage you to view these documents and provide your input. 
Additionally, plans will be discussed in detail at the LKSD Board work session on Wednesday, June 2nd, and also at 
the LKSD Board meeting on Thursday, June 3rd.    
 
It is critically important that we all remain flexible and agile as the health situation in our community evolves. We 
recognize that this public health crisis continues to be dynamic and we are committed to continuing to monitor the 
situation and the ever-changing guidance offered so that adjustments can be made to our reopening plan, as 
necessary. We will be providing you with continual updates on our re-opening plans. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kimberly Hankins 
Superintendent  
 
 

 


